Study Guide for Abnormal Psychology:  Exam 1   (Note: Information not listed below may be on test.)

Chapter 1:   What is Psychopathology—Historical perspectives of psychopathology

1. What is meant by the term, “psychopathology?”  How do we define abnormal behavior (5 factors, statistical infrequency, violation of norms, personal distress, dysfunction, & unexpectedness)?  What are the pros/cons of each if applicable?  What is the history of psychopathology?  The earliest accounts explain abnormal behavior in terms of supernatural forces and demonology.  Later accounts looked at abnormal behavior as having a organic or biological cause (Hippocrates—somategenesis approach).  How is somategenesis (is an organic or biological cause for abnormal behavior) different from psychogenesis (Psychogenesis—a psychological cause for abnormal behavior)?  Followed by a resurgence of demonology and witch hunts, we finally entered into the age of asylums and moral treatment.

Chapter 2:  What is Forensic Psychology?

2. Be able to define the terms, psychology and the legal system.  What is psychology a useful science to apply to the legal system?  What is forensic psychology and what do forensic psychologists do (assessment, evaluation, etc.)?  What are the two directions the field

is taking.  What is the historical significance of forensic psych (hint—eyewitness testimony)?  Know the research on eyewitness testimony, what the research found, and why it is so important to take psychological science into account in legal and criminology matters.  What are humans so poor at eyewitness identification (what factors are involved that make these

reports unreliable and faulty at best)?  What happened to chance the legal system’s view of

the significance of psychological science?

3. What does it take to be a forensic psychologist?  What are some of the problems clinical psychologists make when examining defendants, rather than forensic psychologists who are specially trained to deal with such individuals?  What are the criticisms of conventional psych testing?  What tests are useful (projective, clinical interviews, etc.) and why?

