Profiling Psychopathology

Study guide for quiz 3

1. What is aggression?  What are the different types of aggression (be able to provide examples)?  What are theories of aggression (Frustration-aggression theory, biological-instinct theory, learning theory, etc.)?  Know the pros and cons of each of these theories and be able to provide examples of these theories (frustration-aggression may explain road-rage for example).  What are the factors that influence aggression (hormones, serotonin, etc.)?  Know the classic study by Bandura on modeling of aggression in children (Bobo doll study) and its results.  What factors are linked with an increased risk for aggression (e.g., hormones, gender, presence of a weapon)?  What is known about the influence of watching violent pornography on aggression towards women?  Know the studies highlighting the research on porn violence and male responses to women.  

2. What is the common profile for most serial killers?  What is the most common ethnicity, age group, gender, educational status, and sexual orientation for serial killers?  Why are problems with each of these statistics (i.e., most serial killers are male, but this statistic may be grossly underreporting female serial homocide due to societal perceptions of womens’ aggressiveness levels.)? What kinds of sexual activities (and in what order) are serial killers most likely to engage in? What are the most common victims (women between the ages of 18-50, strangers to the offender, prostitutes, drifters) and why (women are easier targets than males, etc.)?  What are profiles of the victims of female serial killers?  Know what basics are of serial killer behavior.

3.  What is the background of most serial killers (dysfunctional families, father usually an antisocial personality disorder)?  Why are hands-on weapons chosen to kill the victims?  What are the most common forms of death that serial killers employ?  Why is sexual degradation and sadism important to the serial killer?  What are most common forms of sexual degradation?  What are forms of serial killer’s sadistic behavior (e.g., torturing the victims, dismemberment, anthropophagy)?  What is the serial killer psychological reflection (trophies from victims, photos, diary, etc.)?   

