Profiling Psychopathology

Study guide

1. What is a personality disorder?  What are the 2 axes of the DSM-IV?  What disorders are comorbid with Antisocial Personality disorder and conduct disorder.  What is the DSM diagnosis for conduct disorder, psychopathy, and antisocial personality disorder?  What factor is needed for a diagnosis of psychopathy, but is not necessary for a diagnosis of APD?  What percentage of conduct disordered youth develop APD?  What is the general profile (symptoms) of an individual with conduct disorder, APD, and psychopathy?

2. What is the prevalence (if known) of individuals with conduct disorder, APD, and psychopathy?  Are there gender differences for these three disorders?  What percentage of felons in prisons have APD?  What percentage of felons in prisons have psychopathy?  Why are so many psychopaths not in prison?  What are problems with diagnosing APD?

3. What clusters do the Hare checklist assess in psychopathy (hint-there are two of them).  What is the history of psychopathy?  What are the suspected causes of APD and psychopathy?  Do genetics plan a role in conduct disorder, APD, and psychopathy?  Does the father have an important role in these disorders?  Are psychopathys less prone to anxiety?  Do psychopaths produce different autonomic responses to fear-eliciting stimuli?  Know studies in powerpoints on psychopathy.

4. What is prognosis of conduct disorder?  What is Moffitt’s view of the course of conduct disorder?  What factors are linked (or possible causes) of conduct disorder (e.g., peers, biology, genetics, family, etc.)?  What are treatments for conduct disorder and how effective are these treatments (if known)?  

5. What kinds of emotional responses if any do psychopaths experience?  Know studies presented on emotional responding in psychopaths (e.g., startle blink, facial affect recognition, etc.).  What do we know about possible brain anomalies in psychopaths?  What brain regions are affected?  

