Homework Assignment

Bay County Burglaries

You are crime analysts for the Bay County Sheriff’s Office.  It is Monday, 18 March 2002 and you have been called into the Sheriff’s office.  Over the past several weeks, a series of smash and grab burglaries have plagued the county.  The Sheriff expects you to use your skills to determine some information that will aid the investigators in solving these cases.

Using your Bay County map (you can find one at Mapquest or in the phone book) and a printout of the (fictitious) incident reports for the burglaries, you are to analyze these cases using as many of the techniques that we have covered in the class, as you feel appropriate.

In addition, you have a report from the crime laboratory on a shoe print found at scene #3.  The tread is that of a New Balance athletic shoe but the size can only be estimated at between 8 ½ and 11 ½ due to it being a partial print.  Sufficient individual characteristics are present to effect individualization if the shoe were to be recovered prior to a great deal of additional wear.

Also, you have a report on a tire track that was recovered at scene #5 on the cement driveway where the vehicle rolled over some oil.  Sufficient track was present to determine that it was a Goodyear Wrangler HT with a 16-inch radius.  A common such tire is an LT245 75x 16.

In addition, you have a report on a paint smear found on the wall at scene #8.  It is identified as a red paint used on Ford vehicles between 1996 and 1999.

Prepare a report detailing what you did, your results and the inferences you believe you can draw from your results.  Include in your report, an analysis of how strongly you feel about the various types of inferences.  

Synopsis of Cases

1.
Office Depot, 402 W 23rd Street, Panama City

       
0158 Sun 6 Jan 2002


Broke in back door of stockroom with vehicle and stole 10 computers, peripherals   

            and software.

2.
Z Technology, 2503 Jenks Ave, Panama City


0218 Mon 14 Jan 2002


Broke in back door of stockroom with a vehicle and stole 8 computers,


peripherals and software.

3.
Dynasty Technologies, 2326 State Avenue, Panama City 

            0137 Tues 22 Jan 2002


Broke in back door of stockroom with vehicle and stole 15 computers, peripherals   

            and software.

4.
Voice Stream Wireless, 676 W 23rd Street, Panama City

            0113 Wed 30 Jan 2002


Broke in back door of stockroom with vehicle and stole 16 cases of cellular    

            phones and accessories.

5.  
Professional Systems Associate, 2404 Ruth Hentz Dr, Panama City


0146 Sun 3 Feb 2002


Broke in back door of stockroom with a vehicle and stole 18 computers, 

            peripherals and software. 

6. Cingular Wireless, 3212 W 23rd Street, Panama City

            0208 Mon 11 Feb 2002

            Broke in back door of stockroom with vehicle and stole 15 cases of cellular 

            phones and accessories.

7.         Cellular One, 529 W 23rd Street, Panama City


0202 Tues 19 Feb 2002

            Broke in back door of stockroom with vehicle and stole 12 cases of cellular 

            phones and accessories.

8.         Sprint PCS, 2337A Hwy 77 North,  Panama City 

            0122 Wed 27 Feb 2002

            Broke in back door of stockroom with vehicle and stole 13 cases of cellular 

            phones and accessories.

9.         Personal Computer Systems, 3211 Louise Ave. Panama City

            0418 Fri 1 Mar 2002

            Broke in back door of stockroom with a vehicle and stole 7 computers, 

            peripherals and software.

10. Gateway Country Store, 226 W 23rd Street, Panama City

0215 Sun 3 Mar 2002

Broke in back door of stockroom with vehicle and stole 20 computers, peripherals and software.

11. Bottle Stopper Package Store & Lounge, 2303E. 5th St, Panama City

0350 Fri 8 Mar 2002

Broke in back door of stockroom with vehicle and stole 13 cases of liquor.

12. Southern LINC, 429 S Tyndall Pkwy, Panama City

0410 Sat 9 Mar 2002

Broke in back door of stockroom with old red GMC pickup truck, 2 men held employees at gunpoint while 3 men loaded the truck with 35 computers, peripherals and software.  All men were wearing stocking masks and coveralls, 5’11” to 6’2” and medium to large build.  Due to rear lighting in storeroom and stocking masks, no race or other identifying features could be determined.

13. Alltel Wireless Services, 2503 Hwy 77 North, Panama City

0310 Mon 11 Mar 2002

broke in back door of stockroom with vehicle and stole 5 cases of cellular phone and accessories.

14. Computer Country, 2712 Altha Ave, Panama City

0815 Fri 15 Mar 2002

Broke in back door of storeroom with vehicle and stole 10 computers, peripherals and software.

15. Phatland Music, 3135  E Business 98, Panama City

0950 Sat 16 Mar 2002

Broke in back door of storeroom with vehicle and stole 16 cases of compact discs.

