Evolutionary Psychology

EXAM 1

Dr. Kline

This is a take-home exam to be turned into me the Wednesday the 29th.  Exams turned in after this date will result in a grade of zero!!!!!  You may turn in the exam hard-copy or email it to me, but it must be received by Wednesday morning.

1. What does Buss mean by the concept of sexual selection?  Why do characteristics normally thought to put an animal at risk for predation (e.g., Vibrant blue plumage of a male peacock makes him more easily detectable by predators in the wild) actually continue to thrive in some species?  Finally, what are sexual strategies?  What types of sexual strategies are there and why is it more advantageous for women to primarily choose long term strategies over short-term strategies?  Make sure your answers are congruent with the theoretical basis of evolutionary psychology.  (10 points).

2. In detail describe the greater costs associated with short term mating for women than for men?  What benefits do long term mating provide for both men and women?  Based on the greater costs associated with mating for women, describe 5 characteristics women select for in suitable mates.  Be sure to describe each of these characteristics in detail.  What characteristics do men select for in mates and why?  What are the advantages of long term mating for men?  (10 points)

3. Describe three of the cues in nature that indicate short term mating occurred in our ancestral past?  Be sure to explain why each of these cues would indicate that casual liaisons occurred in our ancestral past.  Provide evidence for why men are “hard-wired” to see casual sex partners.  What are some of the tactics that men and women can employ to derogate their rivals for both short-term and long-term mating?  What two factors are important for attracting mates in both sexes?  What are some of the tactics that can be used to achieve the goal of attracting a mate?  (10 points).

