Developmental Psychology:  EXAM 2 questions

Dr. Kline

Below is a list of potential questions for the second exam.  Three questions from this list will comprise your second exam.  The exam will be held in-class during next week’s class period.  

1. Describe why normal perceptual development is necessary and important for overall development.  When do infants achieve near-adult levels of perception and how does this coincide with locomotion and behavior?  What is the difference between sensations and perceptions? Describe the properties of light and the range of electromagnetic energy humans can detect?  Explain why there is truly no such thing as “color” in nature, but only the processing of our visual perceptual systems at work.  Provide an example in which some individuals may literally “see” a different color (i.e., red) from the rest of us.   

2. Describe in detail two of the most common methods for examining infant perception.  How do these experiments allow us to make inferences about perception in non-verbal infants?  What types of stimuli initially interest infants and why is the “orienting reflex” adaptive for development across the lifespan?  Provide a real-life example of orienting.  What evidence do we have that orienting occurs without cortical input?

3. Imagine you’re shopping for a baby gift for a friend who recently had a baby (7 weeks old).  Describe what this infant’s visual system capacity is like at this age and based on this information what kinds of toys you would most likely buy for the infant to stimulate her visual perceptual system?  What does the research show about arousal level and infant preferences.  How might this be a problem for a highly over-stimulating environment?  How do developmental psychologists typically examine infant visual acuity and what are the findings from research.  What does visual perception reach adult levels in infancy?

4. Do infants see colors?  Describe the research that supports your answer.  When do infants start to develop depth perception?  Describe Gibson and Walk’s Visual Cliff Study.  Interestingly, infants’ abilities to experience fear occur roughly at the same time depth perception occurs.  Why do you think these two events may be linked?  Do infants as well as adults and what do frequencies do they prefer hearing?  What is infant perception like at birth (describe the research findings on this)?

5. What was Skinner’s view of cognition, which he called, “private events?”  In general how does Skinner’s view of cognition differ from a cognitive psychologist like Piaget?  Describe in detail what mechanisms or processes of change are utilized in cognitive development according to Piaget and provide an example for each.  What are the basic assumptions underlying stage theories and explain what problem this may pose compared with continuous models of development.  

6. Describe in detail each stage (sensorimotor, preoperational, etc.) of Piaget’s theory of cognitive development.  Describe in detail Piaget’s Three-Mountain task to examine egocentrism.  What are the criticisms of the three-mountain task and what does this say about egocentrism in children?  How did Piaget’s view of cognitive development differ from that of Vygotsky’s?

