Developmental Psychology

EXAM 3

Below are 5 questions for EXAM 3.  You will need to answer 4 of the following questions.  

1. In your own words (not what’s on the power point), describe three ways in which Piaget contributed to our understanding of children’s cognitive development.  Describe the three assumptions of stage theories and provide criticisms you might have of these different assumptions.  What processes did Piaget argue enable a child to progress from one stage to another and provide examples for each of these processes. 

2. Describe briefly each of the four stages of Piaget’s theory.  Describe Piaget’s three-mountain task and what he was testing for?  What were the problems associated with Piaget’s three-mountain task and how did Borke (1975) modify the task so that children as young as 3 years-old could correctly solve the task.  According to Piaget, at what stage do you think most children should theoretically be able to solve class-inclusion problems?  

3. What are the three main arguments regarding the relationship between language and thought?  Provide evidence, where available, to support or refute each of the arguments.  According to Vygotsky, adults have inner and social speech, what are these different types of speech (e.g., where does inner speech come from) and how do they influence our behaviors/social actions? What are Skinner and Chomsky’s arguments about how we aquire language.  Please describe the criticisms for both of these views.  

4. Describe in detail the three classic theories of emotion.  Provide examples for each and evidence that either supports or refutes each theory.  Describe in detail the Schater and Singer study and what the results were.  What major problem was found in the results of this study and how does this weaken their argument?  Why is it a bad to go to an amusement park with the most steep and dangerous thrill-seeking roller coasters on a first date?  Explain your answer based on misattribution theory.  Which emotions are present at birth and when do babies produce their first “genuine” smiles?  Are there gender differences in emotional expressiveness, if so explain what these are and why the emotional expressiveness in each of the sexes changes by adulthood?  

5.  What do babies smile most at and why?  As a behavior analyst how does a child who is affectionate influence both your and their own behavior (e.g., they may try to get out of working by giving you a hug!!!!)?  When does the emotion of fear start to appear in childhood and why is this adaptive at this time (hint—crawling, locomotion)?  What is attachment and how is it measured?  Describe in detail, the three parenting styles that are correlated with the three insecure attachment types.  

