Special Note: This exam is not due until Tuesday October 26th at 8 PM.


Developmental Psychology EXAM 2

Perception, Habituation and Respondent learning, Operant Learning

Dr. Kline


Below are your exam questions for EXAM 2.  You are to complete ALL four questions.  Each question is worth 10 points for a total of 40 points.  Make sure to answer each part of each question.   Some questions contain two pieces of information that you will need to answer.  When asked to provide examples of given phenomena (e.g., habituation), be sure to provide a novel example and not one used on the powerpoint.  I want to see that you can apply what you’ve learned in class to novel situations.  You will need to either turn in or email me your exam by next Monday, the 25th by 3:00 CST.  I look forward to seeing you in class next Monday.  Good luck!!!!

1. Generally speaking, when does perception reach normal adult-like levels in children and why as behavior analysts do we care about perception (why is it important to study in development)?  Describe in detail the most common methods (experimental paradigms) used to examine infant perception as well as the logic underlying these methods (i.e., why we can draw inferences about infant perception from these clever methods).  Based on the methods used to examine infant perception, describe how you as a developmental psychologist would test, whether young infants can detect changes in shapes (hearts, squares, circles, etc.).  

2. What initially gets our attention in the environment (regardless of our age) and why is this adaptive?  Do we need higher brain regions to “orient” to novel stimuli?  Provide data to support your answer.  What is a newborn’s visual acuity and how do scientists test this (discussed in class)?  When do infants show visual acuity like normal adult-like levels?  When do infants detect changes in color, provide experimental evidence to support your answer.  How is early infant auditory perception different from normal adult perception?  

3. Define habituation and provide an example to illustrate this phenomenon (a novel example, not my gunshot example in the powerpoint).  What responses are most likely to habituate?  Why does habituation actually explain thrill seeking behaviors (provide your own examples of this—different from powerpoint)?  Explain how the phenomenon of habituation provides an effective form of therapy (flooding) for phobias (i.e., how does it work to reduce anxiety associated with irrational fears?).  Describe two studies examining classical conditioning in infants.  

4. Describe the four ways by which operant conditioning is different from respondent (classical conditioning) learning?  Describe three ways by which operant responses are classified and provide examples for each.  As a behavior analyst, what would you do if one of your client’s, a 4 year-old child who doesn’t talk, is biting his hands.  Based on what you know about reinforcement and contingencies, describe how you would deal with this self-injurious behavior.  

