Developmental Psychology EXAM 1

Fall 2005

Dr. Kline

This is a take-home exam.  It is due by 1:00 P.M EST on Monday the 26th. You can email it to me at my email here at FSU-PC (kkline@pc.fsu.edu), chrismom928@yahoo.com or hand it in to me personally.  The exam is to be typed (single or double-spaced is fine with me, although I prefer double-spaced so that I can make comments more easily).  Make sure you put your name and ID# on the top of the paper.  You will be required to answer 3 of the following questions below.   

1. Briefly define and describe the dynamic systems approach and the behavioral systems approach.  Why is it useful for ABA to adopt a dynamic systems approach in describing development?  That is, why should behavior analysts examine development through a dynamic systems perspective.  How will this benefit the behavior analyst in dealing with clinical populations (e.g., children with autism, ADHD, Alzheimer’s disease, etc.)?  What is circular reasoning?  Provide an example of circular reasoning.  Why is it dangerous for authorities (physicians, behavior analysts, etc.) to use a diagnosis (ADHD, autism) to explain an individual’s  negative behaviors (e.g., Sarah has ADHD, which explains why she can’t focus her attention---).  

2. Briefly define chromosomes, DNA, and genes. What is an allele?  What does it mean when an individual is said to be homozygous for a trait (eye color) versus heterozygous?  What are the chances that two parents, who are heterozygous for brown eyes (they both have brown eyes), will have a blue-eyed child?  What are the chances that two blue-eyed people will have a brown-eyed child and why?  Describe some negative recessive traits that individuals may inherit that will have negative consequences for development.  Describe at least three chromosomal disorders that result in impairment in development.  Describe the problems (chromosomally speaking) why each disorder is abnormal.

3.  Describe in detail three of the prenatal tests that can be carried out to test for birth defects.  What are the pros and cons of each test?  If you were a doctor what would you advice in terms of prenatal testing to a 37 year-old woman with no history of birth defects in her family and why (based on what we discussed in class).  Describe 3 potential teratogens and their potential effects on the developing fetus.  Why is even just one binge alcohol drinking episode (3-4 drinks or more) potentially catastrophic to a developing fetus?  Summarize the findings of the two articles assigned on the prenatal influences of alcohol, cocaine, and nicotine.  

